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Honorable Paul McMurtry 

Chair, Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure 

State House, Room 238 

24 Beacon Street 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

November 30, 2021 

 

Dear Chair McMurtry, Chair Velis, and Honorable Members of the Committee, 

 

I write in support of H.3566, An Act to support military personnel and families, which I have filed this 

session to ensure resources are used appropriately to support military members of our communities and 

their families. 

 

Established by Chapter 130 of the Acts of 2005 and funded by voluntary taxpayer contributions, the 

Massachusetts Military Family Relief Fund was created to provide financial assistance to military 

members and their families to defray the costs of necessary expenditures such as food, housing, utilities, 

and medical services. The statute designated a single organization tasked with administering the fund. The 

statute also requires the organization to submit an annual report to the Secretary of Administration and 

Finance and the House and Senate Committees on Ways and Means, detailing the expenditures of the 

fund.  

 

To the best of my knowledge, no such report has been filed with Administration and Finance or the 

Legislature. Reforms are required to address this lack of transparency for fund activity and distribution to 

ensure the fund achieves its statutory mission of aiding military members and their families. 

 

H.3566 improves equity and oversight of the Massachusetts Military Family Relief Fund through two 

provisions: 

1. Appropriate Oversight Authority. Transfers oversight of the Massachusetts Military Relief Fund 

from the Executive Office of Administration and Finance (ANF) to the Department of Veterans’ 

Services (DVS). While on the surface it might make sense for ANF to oversee this fund, DVS is 

the agency tasked with advocating on behalf of all the Commonwealth’s veterans and is more 

familiar with veterans’ service providers, known service gaps, and the needs of veterans in 

Massachusetts. DVS provides quality support services for veterans and their families and is better 

equipped to ensure this fund awards grants equitably and meets its statutory obligations. 
2. Equitable Distribution. Currently under section 35CC of chapter 10 of the General Laws, only 

one organization is permitted to administer funds from the Massachusetts Military Relief Fund. 

This bill allows DVS to select non-profit organizations to administer funds for a period of two 

years. If a selected non-profit organization fails to submit annual reports on the use of funds, DVS 

may revoke the organizations status as an eligible charitable organization for the purposes of the 

administering the fund. 
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I respectfully request the Committee grant H.3566 a favorable report. Thank you for your thoughtful 

consideration. I wish to be helpful to you and your staff as you consider this legislation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Denise C. Garlick 
State Representative  
13th Norfolk District 


